
Short Vowel Marker – ff, ll, ss, zz 

In a one syllable word, double the final f, l, s, and z after a single short 

vowel. Some people call this the fizzles rule. Others call it Sam Likes 

Fried Zebras (s,l,f,z). 

Exceptions – if, clef gas, this us, thus, yes, bus, plus 

Note: Final -s sounded as /z/ is never doubled – as, is, was, has, his 

 

scruff  whiff  shell  buzz 

 

whizz  pass  glass  sell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Review - Short Vowel Marker – ff, ll, ss, zz 

In a one syllable word, double the final f, l, s, and z after a single short 

vowel. Some people call this the fizzles rul. Others call it Sam Likes 

Fried Zebras (s,l,f,z). 

Exceptions – if, clef gas, this us, thus, yes, bus, plus 

Note: Final -s sounded as /z/ is never doubled – as, is, was, has, his 

 

mess  chuff  ruff  null 

 

buzz  pizzazz  skill   press 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Words to spell: 

dress bless skiff dull razz skill sniff scoff dwell drill jazz cross bluff 

buff cliff cuff muff gruff scruff sluff skiff staff stiff cull dell dill 

doll well frill grill mill mull sell pall fill pill tell skull still swell well swill 

tall  stress less bass boss cuss hiss kiss lass mass miss moss muss pass 

toss brass bliss chess class crass dross floss glass gloss grass press 

tress Swiss buzz fizz frizz fuzz  

 


